I MUM.  UKUSSELS

THE BEGUINAGE STE. ELIZABETH, which is in the southwest of
Bruges, is surrounded by a moat, and all the houses, which are low
and whitewashed, face toward an elm-shaded courtyard. It was
founded hi the thirteenth century and has a line church that dates from

1605. The inhabitants of this little settlement were Bcguines, pious
women who devoted their lives to charity. They were not nuns and took
no vows. These sisterhoods were founded in the twelfth crnlury and once
flourished in France, Germany, the Netherlands, and countries nearby.